cottage industry. Strangely, the introduction to this fine book begins with an inaccuracy: vascular surgery did not make rapid progress during the first half of the twentieth centuryit stood still after Carrel until 1950, apart from a few major advances in the cardiac field, awaiting the advances in radiology and grafting that gave it its first really practical impetus outside the laboratory.
From then on its rise and expansion were astonishing, and it was the Houston School which so often led the way. A highly organized and detailed system of practice is presented exhaustively yet clearly in this new booka veritable tour deforce. Everything from aortography to amputation is here, and from carotid body tumour to middle aorta syndrome. The writing is good and clear and the diagrams are excellent. Inevitably there will be points of difference with readers of experience, as in any technical subject: for example, the insistence on dacron patch grafting for closing a carotid endarterectomy; restenosis, which it is intended to prevent, may be commoner than we suppose; while most European vascular surgeons would use a vein patch, the time and technical difficulty would preclude it as routine; so Houston with its easy strength offers the tried and tested answer. This is the keynote of this valuable and praiseworthy book. This is one of two American paediatric annuals that is looked forward to every year. Advances in Paediatrics 1979 does not disappoint. A wide range of topics are reviewed (with copious references) and the subjects covered include paediatric perennials such as lactation, glycogen storage disease and nephrotic syndrome. Newer ground is broken with reviews of hypercholesterolaemia in childhood, adolescent sexuality, HLA and disease association and neonatal screening for hypothyroidism.
Hypercholesterolaemia in childhood is superbly reviewed by the sole British contributors to this volume and, in particular, attention is drawn to the need for prevention in childhood of adult ischaemic heart disease. The chapters on adoption and adolescent sexuality present the experience of the North American attitude and are interesting rather than relevant. The evaluation of acute and insidious changes in gait in children under 5 years is a 64-page review so comprehensive as to be almost unreal in its clinical approach. Nearly 70 causes of change in gait are listed, including Kawasaki's disease and sexual abuse. Meconium in health and disease is useful reading as a contemporary review of meconium and cystic fibrosis. There are chapters on chronic obstructive lung disease and inflammatory bowel disease. The final two chapters are a mini-monograph on the third thyroid gland. They are up-to-date reviews of neonatal screening for hypothyroidism and normal and abnormal thyroid function.
As usual the book is well produced and presented. It is not cheap but at its price is good value and should be in every medical library. On this basis their experience has no rival. The book is in three main sections and the central 100 pages form the core of new data. This is a study of brains from 17 autopsies, 16 of them from patients who died in the postoperative period from causes other than massive cerebral haemorrhage; the remaining patient died 5 years after the operation. For each case we have the main clincial features, a discussion of the operation (5 cases had two or more operations) and in particular the findings on stimulation, and a description of the gross and microscopic anatomy. This is clinicopathological correlation material of unique value and, in particular, it presents a formidable argument for accepting the accuracy of locating the lesion at the desired target when using the methods they evolved. This meat is, so to speak, sandwiched between a chapter on the physiology, biochemistry and pathology of Parkinsonism and two concluding chapters of discussion of clinical and other phenomena correlated with pathological findings. This is assembled under 64 subheadings and relevant literature is mentioned in each discussion. The listing of over 500 references is a valuable service to the subject.
The anatomical diagrams are multicoloured so that systems with different neurotransmitters can be picked out. The whole conceptual framework has reached a formidable level of complexity without the artist's addition of seven different homunculi which have now taken up residence on each side of the thalamus. The standard of production and proofreading is very high and the
